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NOVEMBER’S FEATURED PROGRAM: 

Revitalization of Beech Street Park  

Presented by Diana Schmidt from the Fallbrook Beautification Alliance and landscape designer Clayton 
Tschudy and Lisa Lucas 

At less than 1 acre, Beech Street Park on the corner of South Mission Road and Beech Street is one of 
many “amazing little jewels” in Fallbrook, explains Diana Schmidt with the Fallbrook Beautification 
Alliance.  But even jewels get tarnished.  That’s why four years ago the alliance came up with a plan to 
revitalize the 14-year-old park.  Not only is Beech Street Park being underutilized but its landscaping 
needs to be refreshed and redesigned with more drought-tolerant plantings in mind. After all,  we live in 
a desert. In addition to new plants, the park needs play equipment for kids, who ultimately would come 
to the park to have fun and learn. The park’s location is ideal, Schmidt told the about 30 attendees at 
the November FRAC meeting. It’s proximity to three elementary schools, Pico Promenade nature trail 
and the new Fallbrook Library make it a great place for an interactive outdoor classroom that lets 
children see for themselves how nature works.  Under the guidance of landscape designer Clayton 
Tschudy with Vibrant Earth, the FBA has come up with plan to redesign the existing park into four 
separate garden areas.  The wettest area of the park would become the Oasis Garden, explained 
Tschudy.  It would contain a “color explosion” of plants. Some trees would be removed but ultimately 
the garden would end up with about twice as many trees as it had to begin with. The addition of the 
trees would help keep the park “carbon neutral” so it doesn’t contribute to further deterioration of the 
earth’s protective ozone layer.  The Rainbow Garden would also contain colorful plantings including 
Mediterranean plants and eye catching ground cover. The Butterfly Garden would be a great place for 
students to learn firsthand how plants and animals interact in the natural habitat.  The garden would 
contain a lot of plants with long bloom periods that are preferred by butterflies.  The Island Garden 
would include just two little beds but contain colorful native plants from the Channel Islands. The new 
design and the park’s location make it an ideal outdoor classroom, says Lisa Lucas, a veteran educator 



and big fan of native plants. She said the garden and various programs create “infinite opportunities” for 
the community to better meet state education standards. Lucas credited much of the momentum in the 
project to Jackie Heynemann with Save Our Forest, who is well known for her tree-planting throughout 
Fallbrook.  The park was developed 10 years ago by the Fallbrook Village Association. The Fallbrook 
Public Utility District has provided free irrigation, and local landscape businesses have contributed 
maintenance.  Lucas sees endless opportunities to make the park less stagnant by providing kids “with 
something to see and something to do.”  Garden projects could be tied to a number of popular 
children’s books that provide invaluable lessons about nature, habitats and how plants and animal 
interact.  Through mapping exercises, the kids also would develop a stronger sense of community by 
seeing how the park fits in with the rest of the village. “Lessons learned in the park apply to other parts 
of the community,” Lucas said. There’s also plenty of room for art in the redesigned park. Whether it’s 
moveable displays, gateway signage or fencing, “there are numerous opportunities to use art to draw 
attention to the park,” Lucas says.  Ultimately, school kids could create their own habitat and observe 
how flora and fauna interact. “We are just looking for reasons for kids to go to the park.” 

 

 

 

  

To be a part of the Beech Street Park improvement project or to make a contribution, call Jerri Patchett 
at (760) 723-8635.  

 

 

 

 

 OTHER REPORTS: 

 

Supervisor’s Corner:  Update and Holiday Greetings from Fifth District County Supervisor Bill 
Horn 

 

 Agriterrorism 

     Local agribusiness has trading partners all over the world.  A terrorist attack, or even a hoax, could 
cause serious economic consequences and risks to human and animal health.   



     The Office of the County Veterinarian provided Agriterrorism information to more than 50 Terrorism 
Liaison Officers from San Diego County and surrounding areas.  The County Veterinarian gave 
information and guidelines for agribusinesses to understand local and national economies and their 
vulnerability to terrorist attacks. 

     For additional information, please contact Nikos Gurfield at nikos.gurfield@sdcounty.ca.gov or (858) 
694-2838.  

New Fallbrook Library  

     We are making progress on our new branch library in Fallbrook.  A month after the groundbreaking 
ceremony, our partners demolished the old library during the first week of November. 

     EDCO, which is managing the construction, demolition, and inert recycling program, is diverting 
debris from the landfill in an environmentally friendly way. 

     Library services are continuing just east of the construction site at a temporary location at 113 South 
Main Avenue.  Dave Timber at david.timber@sdcounty.ca.gov or (858) 694-3381 can provide additional 
information. 

 

General Plan Update  

 

I encourage every citizen to participate in the public process as we work on the General Plan Update for 
unincorporated San Diego County.  Information for that is at www.sdcounty.ca.gov/dplu/pcnext.html. 

 I am honored to be your North County Supervisor.  I value your comments and look forward to working 
with you in the New Year.  Together we can bring the very best to our families and neighborhoods.   
Merry Christmas and holiday wishes to all.   

 

 

 

 

Traffic Calming Efforts Continue   

Vince Ross said the Fallbrook Village Association is still pursuing traffic calming efforts for the downtown 
shopping district.  A request for four-way stop signs on Main Street was unsuccessful after the Fallbrook 
Planning Group failed to back the proposal. Ross is concerned that increasing numbers of commuter 
vehicles are using Main Street rather than Mission Road when traveling through Fallbrook.  Case in 
point, another pedestrian was injured recently due to what he described as “horrendous through 
traffic.”  He hoped that crosswalk striping to be done before the month’s end will help cut down on 
pedestrian accidents. 



 
 

 

November Important Month for Water Issues 
 
 

Not surprisingly, water was on the mind of Keith Lewinger, general manager of the Fallbrook Public 

Utilities District. He complimented state legislators who worked on the $11.1 billion Water Bond bill 
that will go before California voters next November.  Although the bill has a “lot of pork” Lewinger said it 
will go a long to improving the outlook for the region’s water supply. Not only will a portion of the 
proceeds help restore the Delta ecosystem and get water flowing south again, but a “big chunk of the 
money” will flow to San Diego County, he said. He estimated that nearly $1 billion is set aside for county 
water projects. Lewinger also reminded the audience that November is the first month of the five winter 
months that FPUD uses to calculate customers water bills. Lower usage in the winter means lower sewer 
bills. He advised residents to turn off their automatic irrigation systems now to ensure water usage goes 
down.  
 

 

 

 

 

Here and there – Jerri Patchett of Friends of Fallbrook Library said dirt is being turned over and 
construction has started on the new Fallbrook Library, which is scheduled to open next October. She 
said the friends group still needs to raise $500,000 over the next eight months… Marlene Rantanen with 
The Fallbrook Center for the Arts Group said Fallbrook Art Center   has opened the doors to its 
Christmas boutique, which will be open every day. She also mentioned that the Fallbrook School of the 
Arts is working on a new class catalog for 2010 and kicking off a master planning project that will help 
plan for the future. Brandon Gallery has many small items at reasonable prices as Christmas gifts and Art 
in Public Places is making plans to create an art corridor that would run from the new library on 
Alvarado to the Fallbrook School of the Arts… David Bergeson with the Fallbrook Chamber of Commerce 
told the FRAC attendees that the chamber will hold its recognition and installation dinner at The Grand 
Tradition on Jan. 30. … Jeannie Hathaway with Village Square Park said the Friday and Sunday farmers 
markets are going well… Sid Morel with the North Count y Fire Protection District handed out a new 
brochure created in the aftermath of the Rice Fire that offers tips on how to create a defensible area 
between your home and a fire and how to better protect the house from fire. He said the buffer zone 
doesn’t have to be bare earth because there are many fire resistant native plants that work as well… Ken 
Price with North County CERT (Community Emergency Response Team)    is looking for folks to help out 
with disaster response. Training is free and held every Tuesday...  Don McDougal with the Fallbrook 

Beautification Alliance, Fallbrook Village Association and Fallbrook Area Visitors Bureau reminded 
FRAC members to tell their friends and neighbors about the Sunday Farmers Market from 11 a.m. to 3 
p.m. He said it’s a great place to enjoy lunch …  Budd Sutliff with the Historic Downtown Merchants 

Association said  things are picking up the downtown area as we approach the holidays. Two new stores 
have opened – Madison Manor an upscale antique store and Calamity Jeans. Downtown merchants are 



dressing up their buildings for the holidays and getting ready for the group’s Joyful Traditions, which 
includes, among other things, two visits from Santa and  complimentary carriages  rides three times 
between now and Christmas.  To help spur sales the HDMA is offering its passport to savings coupon 
books for $10 and Village Bucks in denominations of $5, $10 and $20 for specials values at 26 
participating shops….  Shery Gonda with the Fallbrook Union Elementary School District said this was the 
first time had attended a FRAC meeting but was hoping to partner with members of the community to 
enhance services...  Christi Knight with Bill Horn’s office said the San Diego County supervisor is looking 
for ways to encourage participation in the Fire Safe Council, whose goal is to get Californians to better 
protect their homes, communities and environments from wildfire… Kristen Huyck with state 
Assemblyman Kevin Jeffries office said her boss and the rest of the Legislature is working to deal with 
the $20 billion budget shortfall forecast in California over the next several years.  She also invited FRAC 
attendees to a holiday open house in the assemblyman’s Murrieta office on Dec. 10 from 4 to 7 p.m.  
 

THIS MONTH’S FEATURED PROGRAM: 

There will be no FRAC meeting in  December due to the holidays and busy schedules. The  next meeting 
will be on January 21 at 10:30 a.m.  Speaker to be announced. 

 

The Fallbrook  Revitalization Advisory Council was formed  by  San Diego County  20 years ago to serve as 
a forum for  community organizations where information about important Fallbrook issues could  be 
exchanged. The networking group, which is made up of key members of  municipal, private, non-profit 
and for-profit organizations, serves as an advisory body to the San Diego County Board of Supervisors. 

The Fallbrook Revitalization Advisory Council meets on the third Thursday of every month at the 
Fallbrook Public Utilities District office at 990 E. Mission Road. Meetings are open to the public. 
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