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SEPTEMBER’S FEATURED PROGRAM: 

UPDATE ON THE SAN LUIS REY RIVER PARK 

Presented by Mark E. Massen, senior park project manager for San Diego County Parks and Recreation 

 

 It’s big, has taken nine  years to get going and will be a valuable recreational and environmental asset to 
the community when it’s completed.  Say hello to the San Luis Rey River Park.   The County of San Diego 
has embarked on an ambitious project to develop a regional park along both sides of the San Luis Rey 
River.  The proposed 1,700-acre park would be approximately 9 miles long and run parallel to State 
Route 76.  It would begin near East Vista Way in eastern Oceanside and end near Interstate 15, 
according to Mark E. Massen, senior park project manager for San Diego County Parks and Recreation.  
He said the park has been a dream for the past nine years and enjoys the political support to make it 
happen. “This project is near and dear to the supervisor’s (Bill Horn) heart,” said Massen.   

The park has been in the planning process since 2001 and the master plan and environmental 
documents were approved a year ago.  As currently laid out, the river park would provide a combination 
of active and passive recreational opportunities along with approximately 20 miles of trails to park goers 
while preserving the San Luis Rey River corridor and surrounding land within the park.  In addition, 
about 1,600 acres will be set aside as protected habitat for native riparian species.  

 

Recently, the Board of Supervisors approved $3.4 million to purchase 95 acres of riverfront property 
from the Bonsall Land Group LLC.  So far, the county has acquired 266 acres between Interstate 15 and 
the old Bonsall Bridge.  Earlier this year the board agreed to buy an additional 139 acres of future park 
land along the river, bringing the approved total to approximately 500 acres.  



The project is unique in several respects, said Massen.  The county is working closely with the California 
Department of Transportation (Caltrans), which is widening State Route 76 from two lanes to four.  To 
make sure the two governmental agencies don’t compete with each other in land acquisition, the two 
entities have entered into a possession and use agreement and memorandum of understanding.  
Massen told the FRAC audience that he believes that Caltrans will begin widening a portion of State 
Route 76 running from Melrose east to Mission Road  by the end of the year.  “We are working closely 
with them,” he said.  Ultimately, the county and Caltrans together will spend hundreds of millions  of 
dollars to acquire the necessary land , widen State Route 76, develop and create the San Luis Rey River 
Park.   Massen said the 1,700-acre planned park falls into three different categories; about 100 acres of 
active park land including, ball fields, play and picnic areas,  along with a roughly 1,600-acre open space 
preserve and a multi-use trail network that accommodates equestrians, hikers and mountain bikers.  
“We are trying to get as many uses out of these sites as possible,” Massen explained. 

 

 

 

 

 OTHER REPORTS: 

 

Supervisor’s Corner:  Valley Center Roadside, Recreational and Landscaped Medians 
Improvements Approved  

 The San Diego County Board of Supervisors unanimously approved the advertisement and subsequent 
construction award for major pathways and landscaping projects in Valley Center.   “Heritage Trails is 
the result of strong community support,” said Fifth District County Supervisor Bill Horn.  “Many 
organizations, individuals, and the Rincon Tribe of Indians have partnered with us to bring significant 
improvements to Valley Center.”  The 2.5-mile project involves construction of a roadside pathway 
including landscaping, irrigation, signage, and other items such as lodge pole fencing, hitching posts, 
picnic tables, benches, and bicycle racks along the west and north sides of the newly widened Valley 
Center Road from Woods Valley Road to Cole Grade Road.  In addition, this project includes landscaping 
of the newly constructed medians with Valley Center road from Banbury Drive to Cole Grade Road.  
“This project was planned and designed after many meetings with groups and individuals in Valley 
Center,” said Supervisor Horn.  “I was honored to approve Neighborhood Reinvestment Grants from our 
discretionary District 5 fund in the amount of $285,000.”  Groups involved in the project include the 
Valley Center Community Planning Group, Valley Center Trails Association, the Valley Center Town 
Council, the Design Review Board, and the Valley Center Parks and Recreation District.  The roadside 
recreational pathway will complement the design and safety objectives of the recently widened Valley 
Center Road by encouraging pedestrians, equestrians, and bicyclists to use the pathway.   



 Construction and up to three years of landscape maintenance is estimated at $1.8 million. Upon Board 
approval, a construction contract will be awarded in November 2009.  Construction is scheduled to 
begin in December 2009 and be completed in spring 2010.  

 

Wall Comes Tumbling Down  

Christi Knight with San Diego County Supervisor Bill Horn’s office said local and county officials were on 
hand to demolish a cinderblock wall in the 1100 block of South Vine Street that has been a flashpoint for 
gang-related crime.  Located in a cul-de-sac, the wall has a long history as a "graffiti magnet and gang 
hideout," authorities told  the Village News newspaper. It has been known to shield drug dealing and 
numerous other crimes. San Diego County Supervisor Bill Horn said he wants to get the message out 
that county officials, law enforcement officers, civic organizations, and individual community members 
are working together to create safer neighborhoods.  For Supervisor Horn, who has been outspoken 
about the need to target and reduce gang activity throughout North County, the opportunity to swing a 
sledgehammer at the wall on South Vine fit perfectly with his goal. Standing at Horn’s side, San Diego 
County Sheriff Gore who said he has been very aware of the problem associated with the wall for about 
eight years.  He said the demolition of the wall is just the beginning of the effort that needs to go into 
the area to make it a safer place for citizens.  The wall was located on property owned by Fallbrook 
resident Lori McKissick, who has a seven-unit apartment building on the same parcel.  The wall was 
initially constructed in 1986 to try and control illegal trash dumping that was going on here, said 
McKissick, who admitted trying to control graffiti on the wall had been a never-ending task.  Officials 
would like to use the vacant land to create a pocket park. 

 

Real Estate Market Making Steady Improvement    

Chris Hasvold with Coldwell Banker Landmark Group told those attending the FRAC meeting that median 
prices of homes in the region “are trending up nicely” after a couple of  tough years.  The number of 
home sales is up all  across the board. He estimated that overall sales activity is up about 50 percent 
from what it was a year ago. Still, the market has shown some unpredictability as evidenced by the June 
pullback.  Banked owned property and lower priced properties are holding up the market now. He said 
sales of homes priced more than $750,000 are virtually non-existent because of a lack of financing. 
 

 

FRAC Welcomes Chamber Government Affairs Committee 
 

Ever hear about smaller government? Just look at what the Fallbrook Chamber of Commerce is doing. To 
create a larger forum, better communications and more convenient meeting, the chamber starting this 
month will fold its governmental affairs committee meetings into the monthly meetings of the Fallbrook 
Revitalization Advisory Council gatherings.  FRAC meets on the third Thursday of each month at 10:30 
a.m. at the Fallbrook Public Utilities District boardroom at 990 E. Mission Road.  Chamber executive 
director David Bergeson believes the single meeting makes more sense since many of the topics and 
concerns are the same at both groups.  “We believe that there people will be able to participate and 



benefit from this type of meeting,” he said.  “Ultimately the merged meeting should attract more 
movers and shakers from the community.” 
 

 

 

 

Here and there – Don McDougal with the Fallbrook Beautification Alliance, Fallbrook Village 

Association and Fallbrook Area Visitors Bureau was a busy man and had a lot of things to say. FBA work 
on landscaping on South Mission Road is looking good and almost complete with the installation of the 
new irrigation.  The wrought iron fencing that now protects Village Square Park is a “nice enhancement” 
that allows the FVA to open the park in the morning and close it down in the evening. The FAVB will hold 
a holiday Festival Nov. 22-23 at Pala Mesa Resort that will be like a “mini Sawdust Festival,” McDougal 
said.  He also expressed concerns about plans to close down portions of Alvarado and Fig streets to 
parking during the construction of the new library. He and Vince Ross said the prohibition defeats the 
whole purpose of trying to achieve a pedestrian-friendly village….  David Bergeson with the Fallbrook 

Chamber of Commerce told the FRAC attendees that his group is still looking for financial support and 
volunteers for the Dec. 5 Christmas parade… Bud Sutliff with the Historic Downtown Merchants 

Association said the organization now has 25 members and is about ready to kick off Village Bucks, gift 
certificates that are good are participating merchant… Janice Bricker with the Fallbrook Gem & Mineral 

Society reported that her group had a successful street fair that worked well with the Farmer’s Market… 
Judy Gillespie with the Fallbrook Historical Society said her organization is working on a new brochure 
and selected two more sites in Fallbrook for historic consideration… Alyson Breathed with The Fallbrook 

Center for the Arts Group said the Extreme Art Show is running at the Fallbrook Art Center soon to be 
followed by the Fallbrook Art Association show that includes about 30 artists. She told those attending 
the FRAC meeting that the Save the Happies Campaign is moving forward with donation collection sites 
throughout the community... To donate go to:  http://fallbrookartinpublicplaces.org/ 
….. Jeannie Hathaway with Village Square Park said the Friday and Sunday farmers markets are 
attracting a growing number of vendors, including salmon fisherman and those selling organic meats.  
 
THIS MONTH’S FEATURED PROGRAM: 

Diana Schmidt and landscape designer Clayton Tschudy from the Fallbrook Beautification Alliance will 
talk about the Revitalization of Beech Street Park on Nov. 19 at 10:30 a.m. 

 

The Fallbrook  Revitalization Advisory Council was formed  by  San Diego County  20 years ago to serve as 
a forum for  community organizations where information about important Fallbrook issues could  be 
exchanged. The networking group, which is made up of key members of  municipal, private, non-profit 
and for-profit organizations, serves as an advisory body to the San Diego County Board of Supervisors. 

The Fallbrook Revitalization Advisory Council meets on the third Thursday of every month at the 
Fallbrook Public Utilities District office at 990 E. Mission Road. Meetings are open to the public. 
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