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AUGUST’S FEATURED PROGRAM: 

THE IMPACT OF THE WATER CRISIS ON AGRICULTURE AND FEASIBLE 

AGRICULTURAL OPTIONS FOR ALTERNATIVE USES 

Presented by Judy Mitchell and Kathleen Thuner of the Mission Resource Conservation District 

 

The Mission Resource Conservation District, which was formed to control water runoff and prevent soil 
erosion, originally focused on agricultural use of land.  That still remains a constant theme in 2009  as 
San Diego County remains  one of the most agriculturally unique  areas in the country.    Not only does it 
have the most farmers of any county in the United States, the diversity of its crops is unmatched, 
according to MRCD board member Kathleen Thuner. “The intelligence and education of the farmers 
here is like nothing I have ever seen, ” said Thuner ,  who spent 23 years as the commissioner of the San 
Diego County’s Department of Agriculture, Weights and Measures and currently grows limes, guavas, 
and avocados on a 1 1/4-acre farm in Fallbrook.    She estimated there were about 6,000 farmers in the 
county, but many of the farms are less than 9 acres, the smallest average of any county in the country. 
Dealing  with this unique  demographic , pest control in an area with major transit hubs and proximity to 
an international border  and  water usage are but a few of the challenges facing agriculture in San Diego 
County, she said.   Looking ahead,   Thuner said she hopes people think differently about  the 
importance of  agriculture in their community and how to support it.  Farming has value because it 
makes a community different and provides an ambience that attracts commerce and tourism.  For 
famers to succeed is a difficult balancing act,  she said Not only do they have to deal with regulations, 
water use issues and pests, but they  have to think like more like marketers  and less like famers.  Thuner 
said she has lived through  the fuyu, kiwi and radicchio perfect crop eras. The problem with trendy crops 
is that everybody grows them  and the supply demand/balance is disrupted and pricing implodes. To 
deal with the “every changing cycles of farming” farmers need to look at the next wave of immigrants to 



this country and where they come from, Thuner  told the audience.  Illegal imports also give a clue as to 
what will be the next hot crop. Thuner suggested that farmers look at crops favored by people who are 
immigrating here from Africa and Central Asian countries.  To make her point about how fragile ag 
economies can be, she mentioned that Fallbrook at one time was a major producer of olive oil. But after 
imports tariffs on olive oil from Italy were lifted  to help the defeated nation recover following World 
War II, the local industry collapsed.  Within five years the entire industry in Fallbrook was dead or dying. 
Thuner also frowned on the idea of making Fallbrook a grape and wine region.  As an entomologist she is 
acutely aware of the destructive capabilities of the  glassy winged sharpshooter, the  mobile insect that 
spread vine-killing Pierce’s Disease among the vineyards of the Temecula Valley.   Temecula Valley 
vineyards and wineries will survive because the region keeps a close watch on sharpshooter activity and 
infection levels, use better pesticides and most growers have accepted the fact that their vines will only 
last 10-12 years not the typical 30 to 50 years.  Thuner should know. She was  raised in Healdsburg in 
Sonoma County, in the heart of Northern California’s wine country.  She ultimately  became the state’s 
first-ever female ag inspector, deputy commissioners and agricultural commissioner.  

 

  

 

  

 

 

 OTHER REPORTS: 

 

Supervisor’s Corner:  Supports Investigation into ACORN  

 

San Diego County Fifth District Supervisor Bill Horn agreed  with Gov.  Arnold Schwarzenegger’s call for 
the California Attorney General to investigate the Association of Community Organizations for Reform 
Now (ACORN). 

 “If allegations of criminal acts, including slavery and human smuggling in San Diego County shown on 
news video by independent filmmakers are true, those responsible should be prosecuted to the fullest 
extent of the law,” he said.  “ If any of the allegations prove to be factual, ACORN should no longer 
receive taxpayer dollars.” 

 



   Horn also joined in supporting Tony Krvaric, chairman of the Republican Party of San Diego County 
who called for a forensic audit of all voter registration cards in San Diego County solicited or submitted 
by ACORN in 2008. 

 “When two-thirds of all voter registration cards in the state turned in by ACORN (26,513 out of 39,000)  
came from San Diego County,” Horn said, “there is a strong possibility ACORN targeted two key local 
races last year to boost Democratic registration. The public deserves to know if those registrations were 
legal or if voter fraud was involved locally and if this has national implications.” 

  Supervisor Horn has been a longtime supporter of photo voter identification requirements during voter 
registration and before an individual can vote at the polls. 

 “There is no objection when photo ID is required to rent a movie or cash a check,” said Horn. “I see no 
reason for people to resist showing a photo ID that will ensure the integrity of our elections and protect 
democracy at the polls.” 

 

Banner Redux 

The banner battle rages on. After the county pulled the plug on plans by the Fallbrook Area Visitors 
Bureau  to allow non-profits in town to publicize their events with banners over Main Street,  the county 
has decided to take a second look at the issue. Seems that there are conflicting ordinances governing 
banners, said Don McDougal , FAVB president . San Diego County Public Works says one thing and 
Planning and Land Use says something else.   The county has agreed to look at the conflicts and conduct 
a public review of existing sign ordinances. The bad news: That won’t be accomplished until early next 
year, said McDougal, who finds the whole situation ironic. He estimated that 90 percent of signs and 
banners in Fallbrook are illegal. “It’s easier to put (illegal) signs up than go through the process to do it 
legally,” he said. “It’s easier to bypass the system.”   McDougal said he has more than a dozen 
community groups interested in reserving the banner spot.  The plan originally was to get an 
encroachment permit from the Department of Public Works.   The permit was awarded on Aug. 21. But 
the county took another look at the situation and determined that the banners violated a zoning 
ordinance and disallowed the banner. All this after McDougal and the Visitors Bureau spent $1,000 for 
the cables and hardware and the first banner.  "  

 

Educators Talks About Challenges   

Two of Fallbrook’s  top educators talked about some of the challenges facing school districts and 
administrators these days. Dale Mitchell, superintendent of the Fallbrook Union High School District and 
Brian Jacobs, superintendent of the Fallbrook Unified School District, told those attending the FRAC 
meeting that declining enrollments and cutbacks in state funding are part of the “double whammy” that 
school districts face this year.  Mitchell estimated that enrollment in the FUHSD is down about 125 
students this year because of fewer incoming 9th grade students.  That along with limited state funding is 
putting a pinch on budgets. He estimated that his district next year faces another $1 million in cuts.    
Another challenge for educators has been the public perception  that the quality of education in 



Fallbrook is declining.  The district met 20 of 22 federal accountability requirements.  However, because 
the district did not meet two criteria for two consecutive years, the district remains in Program 
Improvement and Fallbrook High School just entered Program Improvement.  Those two criteria are 
English/language arts and math for English language learners. “ We are continuing to improve the 
achievement of all students,”  Mitchell said.  
  
Jacobs said enrollment is up slightly this year after falling by 200 students last year.  He said his school 
met state standards but failed to meet federal guidelines and is also a part of the federal improvement 
program, which he said was “not a fair measure” of how well a district is doing.  He also said the federal 
standards, which have a 2014 deadline, are unrealistic. “It’s been a real challenge, he said. “But we are 
going to do community outreach to let folks know what is going on.” 
 
For more information on testing and Fallbrook schools go to the March 2009 FRAC newsletter at www. 
Fallbrookvillage.com 
 
 
 

 

Here and there –  Jerri Patchett  of Friends of Fallbrook Library and Fallbrook Land Conservancy said 
she needs letters from community organizations in support of a community development block grant to 
fund sidewalks and lighting on a path that runs parallel to Fig and Alvarado streets between the parking 
lot and new public library…  Keith Lewinger, general manager of the Fallbrook Public Utilities District,  
said   he has seen little progress in Sacramento on the water issues. No special session has been called 
and no relief is in sight.  He also mentioned that agriculture customers  with at least 1 acre of farmed 
land  are being asked to choose between two discount water providers: Metropolitan Water District and 
the San Diego County Water Authority. Farmers who do not take part in either program pay full price… 
David Bergeson, interim manager  with the Fallbrook Chamber of Commerce,  said he was touched by 
the 9-11 remembrance flagpole ceremony on Sept. 17…Janice Bricker with the Fallbrook Gem & Mineral 
Society  said the group is holding  thrift and rummage sales once a month as a means to raise money. 
She also mentioned  the society is  getting ready for the Fall Festival on Oct. 4… Christi Knight with San 
Diego County Supervisor Bill Horn’s office said the supervisors imposed a 10-month moratorium on 
new applications for medical marijuana dispensaries in the unincorporated areas of the 
county…Marlene Rantanen  with The Fallbrook Center for the Arts Group said she is moving ahead with 
plans for an art corridor that would run from the library on Alvarado Street to the Fallbrook School of 
the Arts. She also mentioned that the “Fat Happy” sculptures on display courtesy of Art in Public Places, 
are due to leave Fallbrook in November unless enough money can be raised to purchase them. To 
donate go to:  http://fallbrookartinpublicplaces.org/ 
 
 

 

THIS MONTH’S FEATURED PROGRAM: 

Topic TBA later this week . Meeting will be held  Oct. 15  at 10:30 a.m.  



 

The Fallbrook  Revitalization Advisory Council was formed  by  San Diego County  20 years ago to serve as 

a forum for  community organizations where information about important Fallbrook issues could  be 

exchanged. The networking group, which is made up of key members of  municipal, private, non-profit 

and for-profit organizations, serves as an advisory body to the San Diego County Board of Supervisors. 

The Fallbrook Revitalization Advisory Council meets on the third Thursday of every month at the 

Fallbrook Public Utilities District office at 990 E. Mission Road. Meetings are open to the public. 

This newsletter is produced and distributed by Parallax Communications, Temecula, CA. (951) 302-1045     


