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JULY’S FEATURED PROGRAM: 

AN UPDATE ON SAFETY AND LAW ENFORCEMENT ISSUES IN FALLBROOK 
  
presented by Lt. Phil Brust, San Diego County Sheriff’s Department and  
Officer Jame Crowe, California Highway Patrol 
 
After five months in the saddle as commander of the San Diego County Sheriff’s Department Fallbrook 
Substation, Lt. Phil Brust has his plate full. He has reinstituted DUI checkpoints in the community, is 
working hard to keep drugs and gangs out the area, is helping to make multi-family housing complexes 
safer and crime free,  tracking and cleaning up graffiti and assisting other law enforcement agencies to 
ensure Fallbrook remains a safe and quiet community. Brust, with 28 years of law enforcement 
experience, was a patrol officer here  in the early 1990s and  lived in Fallbrook  for 15 years with his wife 
and three sons. “It’s good to be back,” Brust told the audience at the July FRAC meeting. The Sheriff’s 
Department and the California Highway Patrol hope to boost their presence in the Fallbrook area this 
fall with the addition of as many as a dozen new officers.    In the past,  the CHP covered Fallbrook from 
its Temecula office. But that responsibility switched to the Oceanside office, increasing the response 
time, according to CHP Officer Jame Crowe.  He said the Fallbrook Sheriff’s has offered office and locker 
room space to the CHP but that will depend on what the new captain in charge of the Oceanside office 
decides.  Brust said he has met with the new CHP captain and said she is committed to traffic 
enforcement  in the region.  The CHP recently received a $30,000 grant to enhance patrols along 
Highway 76, which he said “continues to be a death trap.”  Brust also reinstituted DUI checkpoints in 
Fallbrook.  A checkpoint last month  stopped 1,000 cars , resulting in four arrests. ”You will see more of 
this,” Brust promised.  Along with safer streets, Brust is actively pursuing drug violations, including sales 
made from proposed  marijuana dispensaries and growers in Fallbrook and DeLuz. “We are all over 
targeting growers,” he said. “It’s out there.”  The department is also doing sweeps to make sure 
Fallbrook’s 27 convicted sex offenders are complying with the law. The Crime Free Multi-housing 



program is making condos and apartments safer in Fallbrook, he said. It’s a slow process  but the 
program has paid dividends. “We’ve gotten rid of a lot of dead wood and problem people,” he said. 
Gangs are not a problem in Fallbrook, but the department graffiti tracker and eradication program run 
by volunteers keeps  tabs on the illegal artwork.  In addition, the Sheriff’s Department is conducting 
truancy sweeps, drills to prepare for major incidents  in the schools, and works with the state  ABC to 
crack down on sales of alcohol to underage minors.  Several FRAC attendees expressed concerns about 
traffic issues in Fallbrook, including “scary” conditions on Live Oak Road during the morning commute 
hours and drivers running red lights on Mission Road near the high school.   

 

 

 

OTHER REPORTS: 

 

Supervisor’s Corner:  Officials Gather to Discuss Local Government Response to 
Water Crisis 

San Diego County Supervisor Bill Horn  was among a number of county, city, and water district officials 
that  gathered recently in San Marcos  to discuss state and federal efforts to address the water crisis by 
finding a long term fix for California’s Delta. 

 Local leaders talked about how their jurisdictions and organizations can support a comprehensive 
solution. 

“California’s Delta may be out of sight, out of mind because it’s 500 miles away, but if you turn on the 
tap and there’s no water, reality sets in fast,” said Horn, who hosted the meeting with the Friends of the 
Delta. 

Keith Coolidge, the Chief Deputy Director of the CALFED Bay Delta-Program, had a  frank discussion 
regarding the water crisis with officials from Oceanside, San Marcos, Vista, Carlsbad, and Poway.  
Leaders from local Chambers of Commerce and business organizations also attended.  

“It’s impossible to underestimate the importance of the Delta in creating a reliable water supply for 
California.  The Delta provides drinking water to two-thirds of Californians and irrigates nearly half of the 
fruits and vegetables produced in this country,” said Coolidge. 

 

The results of the event included ways local government could support a long-term Delta fix.  Among the 
solutions were increased conservation measures, resolutions of support for the Bay Delta Conservation 
Plan and public awareness campaigns to inform the public on their role in resolving the water crisis. 

 



“Californians have to change their attitude regarding water,” said a spokesman for the Friends of the 
Delta, “A sustainable water supply is crucial to our economy, environment, and lives.  We need to 
become water conscious in everything we do, and make sure our local, state and federal legislators 
know that we want long-term sustainability not a short sighted panacea.” 

 

 

 

Alliance Gets a Big Bang from July 4th Event  

 

It seems Fallbrook was the place to be on July 4th. The 5th annual July 4th Celebration at the Grand 
Tradition attracted as many as 2,500 people, up from the 1,500 who showed up last year. The event 
raised an estimated $30,000 plus for the Fallbrook Beautification Alliance, which works hard to enhance 
the community’s appearance and natural beauty.  The alliance was responsible for planting live plants in 
the median of Mission Boulevard, the Downtown flowerpots and is in the process of turning Beech 
Street Park into a children’s art park. A team of intrepid paddlers from Major Market won the rubber 
raft competition but graciously donated their $700 winnings to the Fallbrook High School swim team, 
which came in second.  Fallbrook-based Janikowski Construction won the radio-controlled boat race. For 
more information about the event go to: www.fallbrookbeautification.org  

Farmers Market Expands to Sunday  

 

Fallbrook’s successful Friday Famers Market this fall will expand to include a half-day festival on Sunday. 
Beginning Sept. 6, the Certified Farmers Market will be held weekly on Sunday from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. at 
the Village Square on the corner of Main and Alvarado and across the street in the Caffé Primo parking 
lot. It’s a great way to buy locally grown fruit and vegetables, fresh flowers, bakery goods and handmade 
arts and crafts and enjoy entertainment and a choice of freshly grilled lunch items. “Our whole intent is 
to build critical mass and to create a weekly festival destination in Downtown Fallbrook,” said Don 
McDougal, president of the Fallbrook Area Visitors Bureau,  which is hosting the market along with the 
Village Association.  For more information or to participate in the market, contact Jeannie Hathaway at 
(760) 723-8384. 

 

 

 

 



Here and there – Keith Lewinger, general manager of the Fallbrook Public Utilities District,  said 
Fallbrook is in a Stage II water alert.  The good news is that voluntary cutbacks of 8 percent mean 
mandatory water rationing and tiered rates are not needed yet.  Overall he said the outlook for water in 
the state is bleak. The Delta, a key water source, is mired in legal and environmental entanglements and 
the predicted  El Nino will do little to ease the pain in Fallbrook, which imports 90 percent of its water… 
Janice Bricker with the Fallbrook Gem & Mineral Society said sales at the Delmar Fair were down 18 
percent this year. She also pointed out that the group has a room to rent  and actually gave out 
scholarships totaling $1,000…. Judy Gillespie with the Fallbrook Historical Society said their Old Timers 
picnic was a success with about 120 people attending. She said  the “Barn” addition has received 
financing  and county approval….   Bethany Principe of the Mission Resource Conservation District has 
received a grant to educate the public about ways to conserve energy. Included is a “Leave Your Mark” 
pledge drive with which they hope to gather thousands of signatures showing the community’s support 
of campaign goals.  The pledge leaves will be attached to a 7-foot tree in September…  Mike Peters, 
executive director of the Fallbrook Land Conservancy, said his organization is getting ready for 
Stagecoach Sunday on September 22. It’s the group’s larges fundraiser and will be held from 12-4 p.m. 
with barbecue, raffles  and fun events….  Jackie Heyneman  with Save Our Forest and Fallbrook Land 
Conservancy is working on grant that allow trees to be planted  public right-of-way easements at 
Fallbrook High School and elementary schools…  Dale Mitchell, superintendent of Fallbrook Union High 
School District, said summer school is winding down and everyone is getting for the start of regular 
school year on Aug. 31. Along with uncertainty about education funding from Sacramento he said the 
district is dealing with failing infrastructure at the high school, including a 40-year-old gas line that is 
leaking…  Jeannie Hathaway, wearing a new hat,  reminded the group that the expanded Farmers 
market on Sundays has been well received by vendors, including some as far away as Los Angeles… 
Bobbi Best with the Fallbrook Fire Recovery Center,  and new to the group, said her organization is in 
the process of ramping down.. . Manny Gratz of Connections Networking said the Rods and Relics show 
drew about 1,000 folks, mostly from Fallbrook.  He said the Taste of Fallbrook event, the group’s largest, 
will take place July 31… Christi Knight with San Diego County Supervisor Bill Horn’s office said her boss 
has recommended banning medical marijuana dispensaries in the unincorporated areas of the county. 
She also mentioned that a draft EIR for the general plan update will be available for public comment on 
Aug. 31…  
 
 
 
 

 

 

THIS MONTH’S FEATURED PROGRAM: 

Marlene Rantanen president of the Fallbrook Center for the Arts Group and the Nimbletoad Company, 
will present The Art of Web Marketing and Sales on August 20 at 10:30 a.m. 

 

 



The Fallbrook  Revitalization Advisory Council was formed  by  San Diego County  20 years ago to serve as 

a forum for  community organizations where information about important Fallbrook issues could  be 

exchanged. The networking group, which is made up of key members of  municipal, private, non-profit 

and for-profit organizations, serves as an advisory body to the San Diego County Board of Supervisors. 

The Fallbrook Revitalization Advisory Council meets on the third Thursday of every month at the 

Fallbrook Public Utilities District office at 990 E. Mission Road. Meetings are open to the public. 

This newsletter is produced and distributed by Parallax Communications, Temecula, CA. (951) 302-1045     


