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JUNE’S FEATURED PROGRAM: 

Update on the Water Crisis 

 presented by Marcie Eilers, administrative services manager Fallbrook Public Utility District 
 

Water doesn’t run uphill. But with no letup in the current drought, water and sewer rates are headed  
higher in the Fallbrook area.  That was the message of Marcie Eilers, administrative services manager of 
the Fallbrook Public Utility District.  In fact, earlier this month Fallbrook Public Utility District's board of 
directors voted to raise water rates by about 13 percent as a key water wholesaler gets ready to hike its 
rates. The increases take effect July 1 and will mean an extra $13.80 on the monthly bills of single-family 
residences that use 30,000 gallons of water. New tiered rates will punish those who use more water and 
reward those who conserve.   “The bottom line: If you use more, you pay more,” Eilers said. She   told 
those attending the FRAC meeting that the Metropolitan Water District is raising its rates by 18 percent 
on Sept. 1.  Fallbrook buys water from the San Diego County Water Authority, which purchases it from 
the Metropolitan Water District. "By far, this is the largest increase in the cost of wholesale water that 
we've had to bear," she said. "One hundred percent of our increased rates are due to the increase in 
wholesale water prices." If customers cut back their monthly water use by about 10 percent, they will 
notice no change in their bills, she said.  So far FPUD customers have voluntarily trimmed water usage by 
8 percent.  If that trend continues,  Eilers said there  would be no need to implement five-tier mandatory 
rationing for residential, commercial and agricultural users.  The FPUD also approved a revamped sewer 
rate system  that is based on water usage rather than a flat-fee.  Instead of the flat fee,  customers will 
pay sewer rates based on the lowest-use month in a six-month period  For  the average customer, who 
uses 7,000 gallons of water in the lightest winter month, sewer fees will increase by $1.65. Eilers said 
the system rewards those who conserve. Sewer rates can actually drop by $10 to $20 for customers 
whose water use dips to 2,000 or 3,000 gallons a month.  She said users who shut off sprinklers during 
the winter months can cut sewer usage and trim their bills.  



 

Fire Season Challenges 

 presented by John Torchia, deputy chief North County Fire Protection District  
 

North County Fire Protection District is well prepared to protect homes and lives in the Fallbrook area 
despite budgetary cutbacks and ominous signs that we may be headed for an active year for wildfires.  
“We are seeing fire activity that we normally see in the early fall when the Santa Ana winds kick up ,” 
said John Torchia, deputy chief North County Fire Protection District. “That tends to concern us a bit.”  
The ongoing drought has increased the potential of an earlier than normal fire season in California. A 
good example is the recent wildfire in Santa Barbara that destroyed hundreds of thousands of acres of  
and hundreds of homes.  Even though the district was saddled with a $1.4 million budget shortfall this 
year, Torchia said there will be no reduction in services in North County. “We have not had to make 
those cuts,” he said. “Operationally we will be the same as we were last year.” Key to minimizing 
damage caused by wildfires is weed abatement and homeowner education, Torchia said.  This year the 
fire protection district is using lessons learned from the disastrous wildfires in Australia to re-educate 
homeowners about planning for what to do in the event of a wildfire.  Torchia said firefighters prefer 
homeowners leave when wildfire approach, but understand the emotional decision to stay and do 
something. But he told the FRAC audience that fires are capricious and are fuel and wind directed.  The 
Cedar Fire for example consumed 60,000 acres in about six hours with 60 mph winds blowing. “We can’t 
stop wildfires,” he said. “We can only try to direct them.”  As a result, he hopes that homeowners who 
decide to stay and try to save their home, don’t wait until the last minute to evacuate if they change 
their mind.  Not only is it dangerous, but last minute evacuees clog the roads at a time when firefighting 
equipment is trying to get to the fire.  When it is all said and done, Torchia said his department learned a 
lot from the 2003 fires in San Diego County. He also pointed out that California has the best mutual aid 
system for sharing firefighting resources in the country.  A couple of phone calls and he can count on 
100 engines arriving from all over the state.  
 
 

 

 

OTHER REPORTS: 

 

Supervisor’s Corner:  Widening Highway 76  

The San Diego County Board of Supervisors authorized county staff to enter into an agreement with 
Caltrans for 31-acres of right-of-way needed to widen Highway 76 between Melrose Drive and Mission 
Road. Caltrans needs to acquire all the right-of-way for the middle phase of the project by the end of the 
month.  The decision moves forward a long time plan of Fifth District Supervisor Bill Horn to construct a 
seven-mile park along the San Luis Rey River that would allow widening the existing two-lane highway to 
four lanes and improve alignment between Melrose Drive and Interstate 15. “Much of the land Caltrans 



needs is our park land,” Supervisor Horn said.  “This item lets County staff negotiate the right price while 
keeping Caltrans on schedule to start construction in December.”  The project requires approximately 31 
acres of permanent right of way from five parcels owned by the County.  When negotiations conclude, 
the results will be presented to the Board for approval of the contracts.  “Highway 76 remains one of the 
most dangerous two-lane roads in the State,” said Horn.  “This moves us a step closer to having a safer, 
wider road and a beautiful park alongside it.”     

 

 

When the going gets tough…. 

It wasn’t bad enough that three stores on Main Street in Downtown in Fallbrook are closing. Bud Sutliff 
with the Historic Downtown Merchants Association told FRAC attendees that two more stores will be 
shutting down as the economy cuts deeper into local retailing.  “Losing five stores in a small area like 
this is not a good thing,” said Sutliff, who owns the boutique A Few of Our Favorite Things with his wife, 
Pat. Gone are Chattels, At Home on Main Street, Jasmine Rose Boutique/Tommy Bahamas. Joining the 
list are Opus and Yesterdays in Jackson Square. To help those who remain, Sutliff said the merchants 
group will hold a series of special events to attract shoppers and business to the downtown district. 
Rediscover Fallbrook Day on June 27 included a sidewalk sale filled with bargains and a drawing  for gift 
certificates.  Plans to expand the Farmer’s Market at Village Square to an all day event on Sunday 
proposed by the Fallbrook Area Visitors Bureau should also help to drive traffic to the downtown area 
and encourage residents to shop locally. As Sutliff said: “Shop Fallbrook – save our town.” 

 

 

 

Here and there -- Dr. Brian Jacobs, new superintendent of Fallbrook Union Elementary School District, 
said these are challenging days for school finances as legislators in Sacramento look for ways to trim the 
budget .  “It’s pretty critical right now,” he said. But he was confident the district would “buckle up and 
get through it.”…  Mike Peters, new executive director of the Fallbrook Land Conservancy, introduced 
himself to the FRAC group.  Peters is no stranger to the conservancy.  Previously he was the FLC preserve 
manager but has assumed the additional responsibility of supervising the day-to-day operation of the 
organization…  Lila Sandschulte with the Fallbrook Angel Society said her group has handed out five 
scholarships this year valued at $1,000 each… Hadley Johnson of the San Diego County Flood Control 

District Advisory Commission said his group received an update on most projects in San Diego County at 
its June 6 meeting…  Janice Bricker with the Fallbrook Gem & Mineral Society said her group handed 
out a $500 scholarship to one of the volunteers who helps put together their fundraising grab bags. She 
also mentioned that several large trees on their property were cut down… Manny Gratz of Connections 

Networking said Sports Cars,  the  first  Hot Summer Nites event,  was a “terrific” success. The second 
event, Youth, Family & Military Appreciation Night, takes place June 26…. Tom Causey, code 
enforcement officer with the County of San Diego, is available to answer questions from the public at 
the Sheriff’s Sub-station at 388 East Alvarado St. every Monday... Marlene Rantanen, Fallbrook Center 



for the Arts, said Fallbrook Art Center will be one of 40 venues throughout San Diego County that will be 
participating in Little & Large, a sculptor and jewelry exhibition inspired by the work of Alexander Calder. 
The collaborative show, which will run in conjunction with the art center’s 12th annual Galaxy of Glass 
show, will include the works of sculptors Wendell Perry of Escondido, Les Perhacs of Fallbrook and Cathy 
Coverly of San Diego as well as jewelers Mingo & Asho of Vista and Marlene Rantanen of Fallbrook…  
Even as Chris Champine with San Diego County Supervisor Bill Horn’s office let everyone know who had 
received community endowment grants, he told the FRAC audience that the supervisors were holding 
budget deliberations. He said it looks like the county will lose about $78 million in state revenue over 
the next several years… Don McDougal said the Fallbrook Area Visitors Bureau is getting ready to 
expand its Friday Farmer’s market at Village Square into a “full-blown” event on Sundays complete with 
music, art, food and all sorts of activities. He also mentioned that the FAVB is now located in new offices 
at 111 W. Alvarado. Separately, McDougal said the Fallbrook Village Association plans to pursue a four-
way stop sign on Main Street even though the Fallbrook Planning Group failed to back the proposal… 
Jerri Patchett said construction on the “most amazing library in the state” is expected to begin this fall.  
When it opens, the new Fallbrook Public Library will contain six major pieces of art thanks to a $350,000 
donation from the Friends of Fallbrook Public Library…  
 

 

 

THIS MONTH’S FEATURED PROGRAM: 

Marlene Rantanen president of the Fallbrook Center for the Arts Group and the Nimbletoad Company, 
will present State of the (Web)Art:  the Art of Web Marketing and Sales on July16 at 10:30 a.m. 

 

 

The Fallbrook  Revitalization Advisory Council was formed  by  San Diego County  20 years ago to serve as 
a forum for  community organizations where information about important Fallbrook issues could  be 
exchanged. The networking group, which is made up of key members of  municipal, private, non-profit 
and for-profit organizations, serves as an advisory body to the San Diego County Board of Supervisors. 

The Fallbrook Revitalization Advisory Council meets on the third Thursday of every month at the 
Fallbrook Public Utilities District office at 990 E. Mission Road. Meetings are open to the public. 
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